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REPORT 

ON  THE 

HUNTINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  FOR  1953 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Housing 

A number  of  private  houses  have  been  built,  the  Council  is  building 
“Unity  type  houses”  as  well  as  bungalows  and  traditional  houses. 

Huts  occupied  as  temporary  dwellings  are  disposed  of  as  they 
become  unserviceable.  At  Conington  on  the  Lark  site,  a number  of 
Poles  are  housed  in  Nissen  huts  which  are  reaching  the  end  of  their 
useful  life  and  are  not  worth  repair.  I recommend  that  the  situation  be 
examined.  The  time  has  come  when  consideration  should  also  be  given 
to  unfit  houses  and  their  disposal  by  demolition  or  repair. 

There  is  an  increasing  number  of  caravans  in  the  district,  an 
indication  of  the  need  for  people  to  live  here  and  the  insufficiency  of 
houses,  at  least  at  the  moment. 

Water  Schemes 

Almost  the  whole  area  is  supplied  but  it  would  appear  that  the 
system  is  not  quite  able  to  cope  with  its  work  if  there  is  any  extra 
draw-off  such  as  a burst  or  extra  demand,  plans  however  are  in  hand 
for  an  improvement.  A plastic  tube  (Alkathene)  has  been  tried  as  a 
service  pipe,  it  has  the  advantage  that  it  is  flexible  and  can  be  used  in 
considerable  lengths. 

Mr.  Ireland  retired  from  his  post  as  Water  Works  Supervisor  and 
Mr.  Briggs  is  his  successor. 

Sewerage 

Alconbury  and  the  Brampton  Schemes  have  been  completed. 
Some  of  the  small  plants  have  not  been  very  satisfactory. 

Night  soil  disposal  is  still  unsatisfactory  but  this  should  diminish 
with  the  substitution  of  W.Cs. 

Civil  Defence 

Exercises  on  various  scales  have  been  held  and  local  arrangements 
made.  Mr.  Dixon  is  C.D.  Officer  and  Rescue  Instructor  for  the  County. 

Food 

Catering  establishments  of  all  sorts  are  inspected. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Measles  increased  and  there  were  6 cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 
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Care  and  Attention 

One  case  was  dealt  with  under  Section  47  of  the  Natonal  Assistance 
Act  1948.  Several  have  been  examined  but  no  further  action  taken. 

Estimated  Home  Population  9,647 

Live  Births 

Total — Male,  100;  Female,  99. 

Legitimate — Male,  96;  Female,  94. 

Illegitimate — Male,  4;  Female,  5. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  population,  23*  1 . England  and  Wales, 
15*5. 

Still  Births 

Total — Male,  5;  Female,  2. 

Legitimate — Male,  4;  Female,  2. 

Illegitimate — Male,  1 ; Female,  0. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  33-9. 

Deaths 

All  causes — Male,  40;  Female,  43.  Total  83. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population,  8-5.  England  and  Wales,  11-4. 
Death  rate  from  Puerperal  causes,  0. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Total — Male,  2;  Female,  5. 

Legitimate — Male,  2;  Female,  5. 

Illegitimate — Male,  0;  Female,  0. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  35-2 

This  compares  with  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  26-8 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  36-8 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age — M.  F. 

Total  ? 4 

Legitimate  2 4 

Illegitimate  0 0 

Causes  of  Death — 

Tuberculosis,  non  pulmonary  0 1 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  0 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  4 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  1 0 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  3 2 

Diabetes  ...  1 0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  1 8 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 3 

Other  heart  disease  7 13 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  1 2 
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M.  F. 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 3 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  I 0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 0 

Congenital  malformations  ...  0 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  7 7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  1 0 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  1 0 

All  causes  40  43 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


SEWERS. 

Developments. 

(a)  Prior  to  this  year  ...  Main  sewerage  for  Alconbury  and  Alcon- 

bury  Weston. 

(b)  During  the  year  ...  Brampton  completed. 


CLOSETS. 

No.  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  W.Cs.  ...  ...  1,336 

No.  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  pail  closets  ...  1,282 

No.  of  W.Cs.  constructed  during  year  for  new  houses  ...  34 

No.  of  W.Cs.  newly  constructed  for  old  property  ...  ...  103 

No.  of  dustbins  substituted  for  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  — 


SCAVENGING. 

No.  of  houses  in  district 

No.  of  houses  with  dustbins 

No.  of  Notices  sent  requiring  provision  of  bins 

No.  of  new  bins  provided 


2,652 

1,477 

5 

34 


Details  of  Collection. 

Frequency-Night  soil Weekly 

Dry  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  Fortnightly 

Transport  and  No.  of  men  ...  ...  ...  2 Vehicles,  6 Men 

Whole  area  is  covered. 

Particulars  of  service(s) — 

Unburnable  refuse  collection  and  night  soil  collection. 

Details  of  disposal  arrangements — 

Controlled  tipping.  Night  soil  to  land. 

Development  required — 

None. 

Complaints  received  re  non-removal  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

No.  of  bins  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,477 

No.  of  pail  closets  emptied  1,282 


DRAINS. 

New  drains  tested 

Existing  drains  inspected 

Existing  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 


115 

103 

52 
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DISPOSAL  WORKS 

Existing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

CESSPOOLS. 

No.  of  new  cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

No.  of  shops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 


CAMPING  SITES. 

No.  of  Licences  in  force  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in  area  at 

any  one  time  during  summer  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


DISINFESTATION. 

Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  houses  infested — 

(a)  Council 

(b)  Private 

No.  of  houses  disinfested — 

(a)  Council 

(b)  Private  


0 

0 

0 

0 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Total  No. 
of 

properties 

inspected 

Total  No. 
of  major  rat 
infestations 
found 

Total  No. 
of  minor  rat 
infestations 
found 

No.  of  mice 
infestations 
found 

No.  of 
infested 
properties 
treated 

No.  of 
notices 
served  under 
section  4 

1,325 

7 

301 

13 

206 

Nil 

DISINFECTION. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported 
No.  of  inspections 
Rooms  disinfected — 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Others  


232 

3 

1 

2 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Bakehouses. 

No.  registered 
No.  of  inspections 
General  conditions 


9 

17 

Fair 


7 


NUISANCES. 

Abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  . . . 
Abated  as  a result  of  Statutory  action  ... 

Analysis. 

Premises  ... 

Overcrowding 
Accumulation  of  Refuse 
Foul  ditches,  etc. 

Drains 

Disinfestation 


163 

Nil 


No. 

No.  of 
Inspections 

57 

207 

0 

20 

4 

13 

30 

163 

78 

131 

0 

2 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

No.  of  slaughter  Houses  on  register 

No.  of  inspections  re  condition 

No.  of  visits  for  the  inspection  of  meat — Shops 

No.  of  food  premises  registered 


6 

18 

7 

25 


FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  no  outbreaks. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948. 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 
Authorities. 

No.  on  Register  ... 
Inspections 
Written  notices  ... 

Want  of  Cleanliness. 

Found 

Remedied 

Sanitary  Conveniences  unsuitable  < 

Found 

Remedied 


and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 


24 

24 

Nil 


...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^1 ll 

Nil 

• ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  X 1 AX 

defective. 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


B.  R.  DIXON,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.R.S.I. 


i 


8 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Local  Authority  Private  Enterprise 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  in  1953  23  11 

New  dwellings  provided  by 

adaptation 0 0 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year . 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Arfc'N  £Q1 

ilv  CO  I •••  •••  •••  • • • •••  • • * -/U  1 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  581 


(a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  subhead  (1) 
above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 
1932 

jl  y —s  aw  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  • • • 


623 


(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 623 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  6 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 271 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Housing  Act , 1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

A.  — (1)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

y ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein 28 

(3)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein 140 

B.  — No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 


C. — (1)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

y « • o •«« 

(2)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


0 

0 


D. — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  Nil 

Parlour  type  houses  can  make  a four-bedroomed  house, 
non-parlour. 


New  Houses  Occupied  during  1952. 

No.  of  Council  Houses  completed  34 

(including  11  bungalows) 


Parish 

Address 

Ne 

Hot 

B 

w 

JSES 

Y 

New 

Bungalows 

By 

Total 

L.A. 

P.E. 

L.A. 

P.E. 

Keyston 

Toll  Bar  Lane  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Kings  Ripton 

School  Lane 

2 

2 

4 

Sawtry 

School  Lane 

4 

2 

6 

Brampton 

Mandeville  Road 

5 

1 

Huntingdon  Road 

1 y 

7 

High  Street 

ij 

Great  Gidding 

Round  Close 

4 

Chapel  End 

1 

> 

6 

Main  Street 

IJ 

Woodwalton  ... 

Village 

2 

2 

Bythorn 

Huntingdon  Road 

1 

1 

Alconbury 

Hamerton  Road 

1 

1 

Weston 

Upwood 

Ramsey  Road 

2 

2 

Great  Stukeley 

Green  End 

1 

1 

13 

9 

10 

2 

34 

10 


Main  Piped  Supplies 


Source  of  Supply. 

A.  Houghton  Well 

B.  R.A.F.  Well,  Brampton 

C.  Oundle  and  Thrapston  R.D.C. 


Parishes  Supplied. 

Abbots  Ripton,  Alconbury,  Alcon- 
bury  Weston,  Buckworth  (Part), 
Coppingford,  King’s  Ripton,  The 
Stukeleys,  Upton,  Upwood,  The 
Raveleys,  Sawtry,  Woodwalton  and 
Conington. 

Brampton,  Easton,  Ellington  and 
Spaldwick. 

Great  Gidding,  Winwick,  Hamer- 
ton,  Barham,  Brington,  Moles- 
worth,  Buckworth,  Bythorn, 
Keyston,  Leighton  and  Old 
Weston. 


Bacteriological  Examinations 


Total  No.  of 

No. 

No . 

Source 

Samples 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

A. 

4 

4 

Nil 

B. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

C. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I recommend  that  water  softening  arrangements  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  hardness  is  now  32-2  degrees. 


Physical  characters 

Good 

Reaction 

pH  7-1 

Raw  Water 

sample  contained — 

parts  per 

Chloride 

100,000 

4-95 

Ammonia  (free  and  saline) 

0 0012 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid)  ... 

00098 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°C.  ... 

0-0849 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen) 

0-30 

Nitrites 

absent 

Poisonous  Metals 

absent 

Total  hardness 

32-2 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  37°C.=nil 
Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at  21°C.  = nil 


Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit 


None. 


INFERENCE. 


The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate  a hard  water 
containing  a small  amount  of  organic  matter  though  free  from  bacterial  con- 
tamination. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  water,  as  evidenced  by  the  sample,  is  fit  for 
drinking  purposes. 

S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 
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HUNTINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
REGIONAL  WATER  SCHEME. 


Quantities  of  Water  Pumped  During  1953. 

Gallons 


Total 

Average  daily 

January 

12,197,000 

393,451 

February 

11,790,000 

421,071 

March  ... 

12,583,000 

405,903 

April 

12,684,000 

422,800 

May 

12,433,000 

401,064 

June  

11,928,000 

397,600 

July  

11,673,000 

376,548 

August  ... 

11,374,000 

366,903 

September 

10,529,000 

350,966 

October 

10,259,000 

330,935 

November 

9,566,000 

318,866 

December 

9,726,000 

313,741 

Total  pumped  during  year 

136,742,000 

Gallons 

(a)  Total  quantity  pumped  from  Houghton  ...  136,742,000 


Supplied  in  bulk  by  Norman  Cross  R.D.  ...  417,000 

137,159,000 

(b)  Average  daily  consumption  ...  ...  ...  375,753 

(c)  Bulk  supplies  to  Air  Ministry  establishments  79,982,000 

(d)  Bulk  supply  to  St.  Ives  R.D.C.  ...  ...  8,556,000 

(e)  Metered  supplies  outside  district  ...  ...  926,000 

(f)  Metered  supplies  to  district  excluding  (c), 

(d)  and  (e)  19,477,000 

(g)  Balance  supplied  to  district  ...  ...  24,218,000 

(h)  Average  daily  consumption  in  district 

excluding  (c),  (d)  and  (e)  ...  ...  ...  66,350 

(i)  Average  daily  consumption  per  head  of 

estimated  population  supplied  ...  ...  15-06 


Consumption  at  Air  Ministry  Establishments,  1953. 


WYTON— 


March 

14,848,000 

June 

14,963,000 

September 

10,688,000 

December 

7,813,000 

Total 

48,312,000 

UPWOOD— 

6,657,000 

8,110,000 

8,017,000 

8,017,000 

30,801,000 

21,505,000 

23,073,000 

18,705,000 

15,830,000 

79,113,000 

1948 

1949 

1950 


Rainfall 

25-34  inches  1951 

17-82  „ 1952 

25-44  „ 1953 


27-20  inches 
23-09  „ 


• f ♦ 


HUNTINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  Annual  Report,  1953 — Regional  Water  Scheme. 
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THE  GIDDINGS  AND  WINWICK  SCHEME 
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MOLESWORTH  WATER  SCHEME 

Gallons 

(a)  Total  quantity  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,605,000 

(b)  Average  daily  consumption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,876 

(c)  Metered  supplies  to  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,813,000 

(d)  Balance  to  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,792,000 

(e)  Average  daily  consumption  in  district  excluding  (c)  ...  ...  4,909 

(f)  Average  daily  consumption  of  estimated  population  supplied  ...  7-74 


The  Giddings,  Winwick  and  Hamerton  Water  Supply. 

SUPPLIED  BY  OUNDLE  AND  THRAPSTON  R.D.C. 


Gallons 

(a)  Total  quantity  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,726,000 

(b)  Average  daily  consumption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21,167 

(c)  Metered  supplies  in  The  Giddings  and  Winwick  excluding  (d)  2,360,000 

(d)  Private  supply  in  bulk  to  Hamerton  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,785,000 

(e)  Consumption  in  The  Giddings  and  Winwick  excluding  (c) 

and  (d)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,581,000 

(f)  Average  daily  consumption  in  The  Giddings  and  Winwick 

excluding  (c)  and  (d)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,333 

(g)  Average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  estimated  population 

supplied  in  The  Giddings  and  Winwick  ...  ...  ...  12-70 

(h)  Average  daily  consumption  in  Hamerton  ...  ...  ...  10,372 

(i)  Average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  estimated  population 

supplied  in  Hamerton  (includes  all  agricultural  con- 
sumption) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85  00 


Brampton  Water  Scheme  1953 

SUPPLIED  FROM  AIR  MINISTRY  MAIN  FROM 


BRAMPTON  MILL  SOURCE 

Gallons 

(a)  Total  quantity  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31,414,000 

(b)  Average  daily  consumption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86,025 

(c)  Metered  supplies  to  Air  Ministry  Establishments  ...  ...  13,323,000 

(d)  Metered  supplies  to  district  excluding  (c)  ...  ...  ...  3,775,000 

(e)  Consumption  in  district  other  than  metered  supplies  ...  14,316,000 

(f)  Average  daily  consumption  in  district  excluding  (c)  and  (d)  39,221 

(g)  Average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  estimated  population 

supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23-68 


